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24 October 2017 

The Battle of Passchendaele was a military engagement during the First World War that took place from 
26 October to 10 November 1917. At Passchendaele, the Canadian Corps added to the reputation it had 
gained following victories earlier in the year at Vimy Ridge and Hill 70. Led by Canadian General Sir 
Arthur Currie, Canadians fought through horrific conditions in the now infamous Flanders mud, 
solidifying their reputation as a professional, well-trained force able to deliver shocking blows to the 
enemy. Indeed, no less than 9 Canadians received the Victoria Cross, the Commonwealth’s highest 
award for valour, for their actions at Passchendaele.  

Passchendaele cost the Canadian Corps 16,404 casualties. Many of the wounded left on the battlefield 
drowned in the mud and water before they could be rescued. In total, Passchendaele cost 275,000 
British and Dominion lives, compared to 220,000 German casualties. 

In 2006, the Vimy Foundation was formed with the mandate to preserve and promote Canada’s First 
World War legacy as symbolized by the victory at Vimy Ridge in April 1917. Since then, the Foundation 
has distributed more than 100,000 unique Vimy pins and medals, increased awareness of April 9 as Vimy 
Day and educated hundreds of young Canadians on our First World War history, including running 
educational scholarship programs that have allowed over 200 young Canadians to visit First and Second 
World War battlefields. This year, the Vimy Foundation, in partnership with the Government of Canada, 
unveiled the new Vimy Visitor Education Centre at the Vimy Memorial in France. 

The Passchendaele centennial coincides with the 150th anniversary of Confederation, which would 
normally be a time of celebration. The 100th anniversary of Passchendaele, falling as it does in 2017, 
should be one of the most highly recognized milestones for Canada to commemorate this year. 
Remembrance Week 2017 provides an opportunity to remember the suffering and legacy of 
Passchendaele, to spread awareness of Canada’s accomplishments in the First World War, and to 
honour our identity as Canadians. The Vimy Foundation would be honoured if you would consider 
helping us promote Passchendaele100 and aid our efforts to increase awareness of Canada’s lesser 
known battles. 

We would be happy to work with you to arrange for the procurement of the Vimy Pin to distribute in 
time for Remembrance Week 2017 – simply contact us at 416.595.1917 or 514.904.1007.  

If you are interested in speaking about the Vimy Foundation, our educational programs, and our 2017 
activities during Remembrance Week, we would coordinate with you to include appropriate remarks to 
deliver.   

For more information about the Vimy Foundation, visit www.vimyfoundation.ca. 

Sample Social Media Posts & Tweets: 

Facebook – 26 Oct. ’17 - #OTD in 1917, the Canadian Corps’ Battle of Passchendaele begins. The 
Canadians advance through waist-high mud and water-filled craters, fighting for two days to capture the 
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first objectives in General Currie’s four-phase attack. For their valour, three Canadians receive the 
Victoria Cross on the first day. Learn about the battle and actions of the Victoria Cross recipients on their 
centenary on @The Vimy Foundation’s website : HYPERLINK 

Twitter – 26 Oct. ’17 - #OTD in 1917, the Battle of Passchendaele begins; 3 Canadians earn the 
#VictoriaCross. Learn more: HYPERLINK #Passchendaele100 

 

Facebook – 30 Oct. ’17 – #OTD in 1917, the Canadian Expeditionary Force renews its attack on 
Passchendaele. General Currie plans to gain what remains of the uncaptured Red Line, and then carry 
the advance a further 600-700 yards east to the Blue Line. On paper, the Canadians face positions with 
misleadingly peaceful names such as "Vienna Cottage", "Crest Farm", and "Duck Lodge". But by nightfall, 
four Canadians have earned the Victoria Cross, while 884 have been killed and 1429 wounded 
(Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force 1914-1919, p.323). Learn about the battle and actions of the 
Victoria Cross recipients on their centenary on @The Vimy Foundation’s website: HYPERLINK 

Twitter – 30 Oct. ’17 – #OTD in 1917 Canadians renew the attack on Passchendaele. 4 earn a VC but 
over 2000 are casualties : HYPERLINK #Passchendaele100 

 

 


